
 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



Letters of Support



Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
Attn: Mark Ockey  
Watershed Protection Bureau  
P.O. Box 200901  
Helena, MT 59620  

November 1, 2020 

RE: Letter of support for the Montana Watershed Coordination Council 

Dear Mr. Ockey,  

The Lolo Watershed Group (LWG) wishes to convey its utmost support for the 319 grant 
application submitted by Montana Washed Coordination Council (MWCC). This funding has 
been instrumental in the work of many small watershed groups, including LWG. Without the 
technical and financial support of MWCC, our work within the Lolo watershed simply could not 
get done.  

The 319 funding that MWCC has awarded to LWG has been responsible for us being able to 
secure a Big Sky Watershed Corps (BSWC) member. For most of LWG’s history, it has not had a 
dedicated watershed coordinator. Through non-point source (319) funding administered by 
MWCC, we are able to have a BSWC member to help with tasks such as education, managing 
our mailing lists, social media, restoration projects, and just providing a watershed group voice 
in the community in a consistent way. We depend on this funding to make that work possible. 
Further, MWCC has been able to help LWG make some tremendous connections made 
through on-the-ground projects with 319 funding. The ripple-effect between landowners is 
real! One example is Kim Grennager’s property, which experienced significant vegetation loss 
due to fire. Our BSWC member organized a community planting with the landowner. The 
landowner brought USDA funding in the form of plant material which paired up with 319 
funding awarded through MWCC to make a bigger impact through a larger planting area. Two 
sets of neighbors showed up to help with the planting. One of these is commencing a major 
restoration planning project on their own property and the other followed suit with a planting 
project of their own to restore fire-damaged land. In a rural watershed like this, restoration 
projects are what piques the interest of other landowners. 

Our BSWC member also works on sediment analysis on forest service roads. These metrics are 
what helps prove the benefit of road closures on Forest Service Lands. For several years, our 
members have been doing these assessments and have led field trips on these restoration 
sites to demonstrate to children in the watershed the impacts of sediment and how these 
impacts can be reduced. Our member has been working with University of Montana 
Researchers and other non-profits on Forest Service Lands on Tepee Creek (a 
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tributary of Lolo Creek) to restore connectivity of the stream and the floodplain through beaver 
mimicry projects. This, as we know, traps sediment and provides cool recharge to low late-
season flows.

In summary, the Lolo Watershed Group depends on MWCC funding and 319 support to carry 
out the work to restore our watershed. We appreciate the resources MWCC makes available 
and the barriers it breaks down to achieving the common goal of protection and improvement 
of our watershed. Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Travis Ross 
Lolo Watershed Group, Board President 



 
 
 
 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality            October 27, 2020 
Attn: Mark Ockey 
Watershed Protection Bureau 
P.O. Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620 
  
Re: Montana Watershed Coordination Council 319 Funding Application  
 
Dear Mark, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Montana Conservation Corps (MCC) to express my full support of 
the Montana Watershed Coordination Council (MWCC) and their local 319 funding request.  
MWCC provides a vital service to Montana’s watersheds and local communities and is a key 
partner in successfully implementing the Big Sky Watershed Corps (BSWC) program.  Their 
community-based initiatives are an incredible asset to the state of Montana and they are always 
inclusive and thoughtful in their programming, administration, and implementation. 
   
319 funding provided by the Montana Department of Environmental Quality and administered 
by MWCC has played a substantial role in the success of partner organizations and the success of 
our BSWC AmeriCorps members.  In providing this funding MWCC has been able to 
successfully meet its mission and has also provided invaluable resources to local Montana 
watersheds and communities resulting in a measurable and lasting on-the-ground impact that will 
benefit future generations.  The projects implemented as a result of this funding have been 
efficient and effective in mitigating nonpoint source pollution according to local Watershed 
Restoration Plans, the professional development opportunities have been highly revered and 
impactful for both BSWC members and host sites, and the cost share support allowed small, yet 
ever important, watershed organizations to better establish a community presence, build capacity 
and greatly improve Montana’s most precious resource, water. 
 
MWCC provides essential capacity in efforts to improve Montana’s watersheds, form sustainable 
and resilient partnerships, and address critical water quality issues. We are incredibly fortunate to 
partner with them in implementing the BSWC program. 
 
I strongly urge you to award full funding support to MWCC. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
Bryan N. Wilson 
Director-Individual Placement Programs 
Montana Conservation Corps  
Office- (406).587.4475 x107 
Email- bryan@mtcorps.org 

mailto:bryan@mtcorps.org
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October 27, 2020 

Montana Department of Environmental Quality
Attn: Mark Ockey
Watershed Protection Bureau
P.O. Box 200901
Helena, MT 59620
Re: Montana Watershed Coordination Council 319 Funding Application 

Dear Mr. Ockey: 

On behalf the Soil and Water Conservation Districts of Montana (SWCDM), I am writing to extend our 
support for the Montana Watershed Coordination Council (MWCC) application for 319 funding to 
support Big Sky Watershed Corp (BSWC) host sites. MWCC has been a valued partner and an essential 
resource for the watershed community, as well as conservation districts across the state. 

MWCC has been an integral partner in the success of the BSWC program, and that is a direct result of 
the funding and support that they provide to BSWC host sites through the 319 funding they secure. 
These funds help build capacity in organizations that desperately need it,  allowing them to successfully 
implement  Watershed Restoration Plans for their area and complete projects they would not otherwise 
be able to accomplish.  

 The BSWC host site support provided through these funds allows watershed organizations and 
conservation districts to implement projects that effectively mitigate nonpoint source pollution, 
increase capacity and training for technical assistance, and expand their reach and opportunity for 
future project development.  

SWCDM supports MWCC’s application as it will provide essential funding to organizations that support 
conservation on the ground and protecting Montana’s watersheds.  

Thanks you for your consideration of MWCC’s application. 

Sincerely, 

Melissa Downing 
SWCDM Operations and Partnerships Manager 

LOCAL COMMON-SENSE CONSERVATION

http://www.swcdmi.org/
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9 Montana State of the Watersheds

Big Sky Watershed Corps:  
Building the Next Generation of 
Conservation Leaders 

Big Sky Watershed Corps (BSWC) is an AmeriCorps service program that 
places young professionals with local watershed partners to make a measurable 
difference in conservation across the state. Now in its 10th year, the BSWC 
program is jointly administered by MWCC, the Montana Conservation Corps, 
and the Soil and Water Conservation Districts of Montana.

Since 2011, BSWC has engaged 222 members who 
have contributed nearly 380,000 hours of conservation service. Dozens of 
members have gone on to work for local watershed conservation organizations, 
as well as state, federal, and tribal agencies working on natural resource issues 
in Montana, expanding the program’s benefits to the next generation of 
conservation leaders.

BSWC members lead and support a wide array of conservation efforts, including:

 ■ Preventing the spread of terrestrial 
and aquatic invasive species.

 ■ School- and community-based 
conservation education programs.

 ■ Leading and recruiting volunteers.
 ■ Grant writing and management.
 ■ Increasing access to markets for 
local agricultural producers.

 ■ Riparian and upland restoration 
projects.

 ■ Monitoring for water quality, water 
quantity, stormwater runoff, salinity, 
and other key watershed health 
factors.

 ■ Maintenance and monitoring of past 
restoration projects to ensure project 
success.

2020 BSWC  
Member Impact
4 35 Members Served 30 Host 

Sites 
4 58,000+ Total Service Hours
4 909 Volunteers Engaged
4 4,500+ Community 

Members Engaged
4 160 Miles of Waterways 

Maintained or Improved

2020 BSWC Host Sites



    2018: Capacity and Project Support
    2019: Capacity and Project Support
    2020: Capacity Support and Project Support
    2021: Capacity Support (Project Support TBD)

Big Sky Watershed Corps 319 Support:
Implementing WRPs Since 2015

Legend:
     2015: Capacity Support
     2016: Capacity Support
     2017: Capacity and Project Support

*Map does not include all BSWC host sites implementing WRPs, only host sites MWCC has supported with 319 funds for WRP implementation.
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